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persons, or groups of persons, who profit by the existing
mode of production will make a dead set against the
introduction of the new forces. The conflict is one
between those who wish to preserve existing conditions
of production, and those who intend to change them.
Cunow's interpretation is nearly the same. He says :
" Such a change does not take place automatically :
it arrives within a given form of society with certain
traditional institutions and opinions. The new con-
ditions cannot, therefore, develop freely, the old con-
ditions which may still flourish among the greater part
of the community, must first be overcome ; and those
groups or layers most interested in the preservation
of the old conditions of production, will oppose the
change/' Cunow mentions, as an instance of a similar
conflict, the opposition of the ancient guilds and trades
to wholesale manufacture. These old guilds of handi-
craftsmen, he says, had been in their time " useful forms
of development of the productive forpes", and he
enumerates their various merits, explaining at the same
time why and wherefore they were unable to satisfy the
demands of modern industry. He describes what pains
they took, not only to maintain the ancient guilds, their
rules and their obligations, but also how they used every
possible means to prevent the expansion of wholesale
manufacture and large speculation, He shows how
vain all their efforts were; the capitalists knew how to
build up their manufactures and to sell their products
in spite of all resistance, until finally it became impossible
to maintain the old laws in force and they had to be
abrogated.
This   concrete   instance   taken   from   real   history
exemplifies the two propositions without proving tb&t
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